Preparing the Stones

W.W. Prescott

In Hosea we have again brought to view the figure of preparation: "O Ephraim,
what shall | do unto thee? O Judah, What shall | do unto thee? for your
goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. Therefore
have | hewed them by the prophets." The Lord takes us out of the quarry, rough
unhewn stones. That is the beginning of our experience. Each individual is to
be fitted for his particular place in the temple of God. And when the temple is
fitted together, it will be without the sound of ax or hammer. That is done
before. It is then that He says, "Come, ye blessed of My Father." But we are not
to wait till that time to prepare. The work of preparing these rough, unhewn
stones must be done before. | once visited a cemetery in which was a very
beautiful statue of a man standing by a chair. It was of heroic size; and the
attendant called my attention to the fact that that was all carved out of one
stone. The sculptor, when he started, saw an immense stone, but he also saw
the man and the chair. As he looks, he loses sight of the rough edges, and sees
instead a man of heroic size,
standing there perfect. Everything
else must be cut away, and he goes
to work with his tools. He wants the
world to see what he sees, and so he
cuts away everything but the man
and the chair.

God takes us, rough, unlikely-looking
stones; but He sees in us an
expression of His character, and He
looks upon us, not as rough stones,
but as what we may be. Even then

He sees in us Jesus Christ. And so
He goes to work to cut and to polish. What is He doing? Some would think that



He was destroying the whole thing. But He has a place for that stone, and He
wants it cut in a particular way. These are the hard experiences of life, when it
seems as if Christ would pound us to pieces. But He will not spoil His stone.
He knows exactly the place itis to fill in His temple, and He is cutting it so that
it will fit. The Lord carries on His work of preparing, that a people may be
prepared, each one to fitin his place in the heavenly temple, and each one
becomes a living stone, because of his contact with Christ, the living stone.
God will develop in each one just that phase of character that will fit the best in
the place He wants filled. When He comes, He says, Let the work of
preparation cease. "He that is unjust, let him he unjust still; and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still;
and he that is holy, let him be holy still." Rev. 22:11.

When we receive Jesus Christ, God sees in us that perfection of character
which we may attain. He knows what He purposes to do with us. He gives us
the character of Christ, and then looks upon that character and so "we are
accepted in the Beloved." He accepts us, not for what we are, but for what He
purposes to make of us and for what Christ is. He will make of each one of us a
stone for His temple. The Master-builder looks at the rough stone, and sees in
it His model of perfection. He accepts us, not for what we are, but for what He
is.

Let us turn to another line of thought. "And He gave unto Moses, when He had
made an end of communing with him upon Mount Sinai, two tables of
testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God." Ex. 31:18. In Ex.
34:28 we are told what was written there. You will remember that when

Moses came down from the mount the first time, he found that the children of
Israel had broken God's commandments already, and were worshipping idols;
and that when he saw them, he cast the two tables of stone down and broke
them. Then God told him to prepare two more tables. You see in this the
rewriting of the law. Man in the first place broke the law. God then wrote it on
the tables of stone. After He had written it there to tell them in words what His
character was, Jesus Christ came to interpret it in His life. Jesus Christ was the



one who spoke the law on Sinai; and when He came, in human flesh, He sat
upon another mount, and spoke the law over again. We have it in the sermon
on the mount. It was the same law, the same Christ, the same principles, but
He was opening it out. He not only opened it out in words, but

He Himself was the law, the expression of God's character. He tells us what
God is, not only in His word, but by being that among us. He was God manifest
in the flesh. "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us."

Then Christ is the stone, the stone of Israel. God wrote the law perfectly and
completely in the first place on the tables of stone, and gave them to the
people. Then He wrote that same law upon the Living Stone and gave it to the
people. Thus, you will see, Christ is the living law. That was putting the law in
stone the second time. Here, then we have the law in stone twice; on the
tables of stone, written with the finger of God, and on the Living Stone, Christ,
and presented to the people.

Let us consider fora moment—
The Law Written on the Tables Of Stone.

"Moreover the law entered that the offence might abound." It came to give the
knowledge of sin, and to condemn sin. "The sting of death is sin, and the
strength of sinis the law." Rom. 5:20; | Cor. 15:56. Sin is not taken into account
where there is no law. Sin results in death. "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death." Jas. 1:15. The law on the tables of stone, simply as the ten words
of God, condemns to death. "Death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned." Then when we meet the law simply as God's code, it means death to
us. But God has put that same law upon living stone, and when we meet it
written on the Living Stone, it means life to us; but it is still the same law. We
must either meet the law upon the tables of stone, and be condemned and put
to death by it, or we must meet it upon the Living Stone, and be made alive by
it. But we must meet it. God does not ask us whether we want to or not. What
we say makes no difference. But whether we are condemned or made alive by



it, itis the law of God just the same. It is our attitude toward it that makes the

difference.

Personal Introspection Questions

1.

Do | see myself as God sees me — a rough, unhewn stone with a destined
place in His temple — or am | still measuring my worth by my present
rough edges?

. When the "ax and hammer" of hard experience fall on my life, do | read

them as God destroying me, or as the Master-builder cutting me to fit the
exact place He has chosen?

. The sculptor cut away everything that was not the man and the chair.

What is God trying to cut away in me right now — and am | resisting the
tools in His hand?

. Am | quietly postponing the work of preparation, assuming there will be

time later, or have | accepted that the shaping must be done now, before
He comes?

. God accepts me "not for what | am, but for what He purposes to make of

me." Do | rest in that acceptance, or do | still strive to earn a standing that
Christ has already secured?

. Can | name the particular phase of character God is developing in me —

the cut that will let me "fit best" in the place He wants filled?

. | become a living stone only "because of contact with Christ, the living

stone." How much real, daily contact with Him am | actually having?

. When | meet the law of God, do | meet it merely as the code on tables of

stone — which condemns me to death — or as written on the Living
Stone, where it means life?



9. Prescott says "it is our attitude toward it that makes the difference." What
is my honest attitude toward God's law: the dread of a judge, or the life of
a friend?

10. Christ did not only speak the law; He was the law, "God manifestin
the flesh." Is my aim simply to keep rules, or to let His character be
reproduced in me?

11. Has the cutting made me bitter and unyielding, or softer and more
surrendered to the Builder's hand?

12. If Christ were to say today, "Let the work of preparation cease" — "he
that is holy, let him be holy still" — would He find the shaping in me
finished, or only begun?

A Brief Appeal

Friend, look again at the rough stone that is your life, and then look at the One
holding the tools. He is not angry with the stone; He is in love with what He
sees hidden inside it. Every cut — even the blows that feel as though Christ
would pound you to pieces — is measured by a hand that already knows the
exact place you are meant to fill. He will not spoil His stone.

Will you stop struggling against the chisel today? Will you let Him cut away
everything that is not Christ in you, trusting that He accepts you now, not for
what you are, but for what He has purposed to make of you? Do not wait for a
better hour to be prepared; the shaping is meant for today. Come to the Living
Stone, and meet the law there as life instead of death. Yield yourself to the
Builder, and let Him make of you a living stone — fitted, polished, and setinto a
place in His temple that no one else can fill.



